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From our offices, we hope that all of our readers had a happy holiday season and I 

hope that you have a healthy, happy new year.   During the holiday break, we were 

working on a response to NCATS and the CTSA Program regarding the Summary 

Statement for the Competitive Renewal for the CTSA grant that we received on     

December 11, 2018.  After a discussion with our Program Officer, Rashmi Gopal-

Srivastava, and Director of CTSA Program Hubs, Mary Purucker, about our funding 

status, it was decided that it would be helpful for our program to respond to the     

concerns raised in our Summary Statement.  For each of the sections of the grant, 

the UL1, KL2 and TL1, a response was created by myself, Jessica Kahn and Meg 

Zeller, respectively with the assistance of our colleagues in core leadership             

positions.  This response was designed to allow Program to have a better perspec-

tive about the review that could also be communicated to Council.  By definition, 

Council has to approve the funding of each of the sites undergoing new or            

competitive renewal and Program decides about allocation of resources for the 

sites.  This leads to a somewhat complicated situation since there are 3 submission 

dates for which this Council will be making funding decisions (January 25, May 25 

and September 25).  As you might suspect, neither the scores nor the Summary 

Statements for the September 25 submission date are currently available for Council 

review at its January 10 meeting.  With this in mind, it appears that a decision about 

funding our site would not occur until mid-February at the earliest when the scores 

are available from the September submission date.  Needless to say, if you are    

confused, think how I feel!  

     To ensure our best chances for sustained funding, we have to take the            

pessimistic view that our site will not be funded in this cycle and we will have to    

tighten our belts because of substantial budgetary constraints (beginning in April 

2019) based upon institutional commitments.  With this in mind, we plan to start the 

process of revising our May 25 application with the goal to submit for the April 15 

deadline with the earliest funding date of December 2019.  This likely will not require 

a major rewrite of the application but will require carefully reviewing the Summary 

Statement for comments that need to be addressed in a revision.  Interestingly, many 

components of the grant were not even discussed (no weaknesses identified) in the 

Summary Statement (Ethics, Regulatory Knowledge and Support; Participant Clinical 

Interactions; Optional Modules; BERD; Pilot Translational and Clinical Studies; Hub 

Liaison Team (TIN and RIC); and Team Science), which will mean we need to      

carefully review those sections with the eye to updating them and being sure they are 

complete.  For some sections such as the TL1, there will need to be some rewrites 

with attention to the comments by the reviewers with collection of more data to       

include in the application.  The process will begin with each of the authors of the    

sections reviewing the Summary Statement and our responses to Program with the 

goal to have a draft of each component completed by March 1, 2019.  Parallel to this 

process, I have been in contact with our lobbyists in Washington, Burke and           

Associates, for their input regarding any pressure that may be brought to bear for our 

Congressional Senators/Representatives on NCATS to encourage the funding of our 

CCTST.  Current advice is to take a ‘‘wait and see” approach until we know what the 

funding decision might be.  Please stay tuned as progress and news from NCATS is 

forthcoming.  

 

 

 

 

 

The CCTST offers the KL2 Research Scholars Career Development Award to eligible 

faculty.  During the award period, Scholars are expected to pursue their own K23 or 

similar individual career development awards, or R01 grants.  Program leadership 

includes: 

• Director: Jessica Kahn, MD, MPH, Associate Chair, Academic Affairs and Career 

Development, Cincinnati Children's 

• Co-Director: Jason Blackard, PhD, Associate Professor, Department of Internal 

Medicine, UC College of Medicine 

• Program Manager: Teresa Hamrick, UC College of Medicine  

 

The winter season hasn't slowed down this program!  Nine applicants were invited to submit full applications for the 

2019 KL2 Research Scholars Career Development Award.  The full applications are currently under review.  Current 

KL2 and CT2 Scholars meet on the first and third Wednesday of each month to present their work and acquire       

feedback from their fellow scholars. December Scholar presenters included: Beth Kramer, MD, PhD, Carley Riley, MD, 

MPP, MPS, Senu Apewokin, MD, and Aristide Merola, MD, PhD.  

  

K-Club 

K Club is open to any faculty member at UC or CCHMC with an institutional or external career development award, or 

who is planning to apply for a career development award.  The K Club meets on the first Thursday of each month to 

hear presentations related to research and career development.  Topics include, but are not limited to: manuscript   

writing, leadership, strategies for foundation funding, and data display and visualization. 

Presently, there are 210 K Club members.  The December K Club speaker was Amy Bunger, PhD, who presented on 

Strategies for Time Management for Junior Faculty Members.  Save the date (02/07/2019) for the February K Club 

speaker, Lori Crosby, PsyD, Co-Director of the CCTST Community Engagement Core, who will speak on community-

engaged research. 

Contact Teresa Hamrick for inquiries about the KL2 Scholars Program or K Club 

 

 

 

 

 

VIRTUAL MEETING ON AGING  

• Thursday, January 17, 2019 

• 9:00 - 11:00 AM 

 

Exciting opportunities in research and program development in the field of Aging are available across UC, Children’s 

Hospital, UC Health, the VAMC, and the Greater Cincinnati community. 

To provide a forum for those interested in networking with potential collaborators in Aging, The Collaboration 

Network is hosting a campus-wide WebEx meeting on Aging on January 17 from 9:00-11:00 AM.    

Using WebEx to create a bridge across our geographical barriers, we will explore our institutional and community-wide 

expertise and capacity for research, educational and community programs on Aging, and identify interested               

investigators and groups with the capacity to write grants and execute projects.  

 

HOW TO JOIN THE MEETING: 

• Join one of our meeting facilitators at a WebEx-enabled location on campus (see list here) 

• Join from your office by accessing WebEx on your computer 

 

MORE INFORMATION: 

• Visit The Collaboration Network Website 

• Contact Laura Hildreth at 513-558-3333 or hildrele@uc.edu 

 

 

CCTST Grand Rounds                                                                                                                                                                          

Friday, January 18th with Ardythe Morrow, PhD 

• 12:00 - 1:00 PM 

• Room 2351, UC Medical Sciences Building (MBS) 

• Lunch provided - RSVP by January 15th 

  

Ardythe Morrow, PhD is a Professor in the Departments of Environmental Health and Pediatrics at Cincinnati                  

Children’s and PI of the CDC-PREVAIL Cohort.  Her CCTST Grand Rounds presentation, entitled, The PREVAIL Birth         

Cohort: Optimizing Success Through Integration of REDCap and Information Technology, will focus on: 

1. Describing the aims and general methods of the CDC-sponsored PREVAIL birth cohort being conducted in                   

Cincinnati 

2. Examining how REDCap can send questionnaires and receive data from subjects using cell phones 

3. Summarizing how REDCap supports study management via Calendar and Dashboard functions 

 

 

2019 BIOETHICS CONFERENCE                                                                                                                 

Pushing the Boundaries: Scientific Innovations in Bioethics  

• April 11 - 12, 2019 

• Sabin Hall, near Children's Liberty Campus 

  

Sponsored by UC CCTST, the Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Ethics Center, and the UC Office of Research, the       

conference brings together clinicians, scientists, and clinical and research ethicists to discuss many of today’s more 

pressing issues within biomedical research.  The conference will ask participants to reflect on the impact of new        

developments in preclinical and clinical research affecting health and how these areas of research are influenced by 

various ethical, moral, social, practical, legal and   scientific viewpoints.  The two-day conference is a chance for you to 

learn from leading scholars and participate in conversations surrounding the ethics and innovation of such timely topics 

as regenerative medicine, organ transplantation, right-to-try clinical care, alternative study designs, and tissue     

preservation. Click here for additional details, registration, and abstract submission. 

  

Poster Proposals - due January 31, 2019 

Submission of abstracts for poster presentations is encouraged from all medical specialties (pediatric and adult), the 

humanities, social sciences, and law.                                                        

The conference will include three keynote addresses from thought leaders in their respected fields. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTERNAL OPPORTUNITIES  

CCTST Just in Time - Cycle 3                                                                                                                                             

Application submission period: January 10 - February 11  

The Just in Time (JIT) Grant program enables investigators to use participating UC or Cincinnati Children’s core                  

facilities to obtain critical preliminary data for submission of a competitive extramural proposal, parent application, or 

commercialization agreement.  Click here for additional deadlines and details. 

  

CCTST Design Thinking Research Award                                                                                                                           

LOI due: February 1 

The CCTST and Live Well Collaborative joined forces to offer the Design Thinking Research Award. This program   

provides up to $10,000 in support toward a semester-long studio project, in which a design-led multidisciplinary team 

of UC faculty and students works with investigators to address a health care challenge. The PI must be a CCHMC    

faculty member. Collaboration with faculty based at UC and the Cincinnati VAMC is encouraged.  Click here for        

additional deadlines and details.  

  

  

EXTERNAL OPPORTUNITIES 

NIH Helping to End Addiction Long-term (HEAL) Initiative                                                                                      

The NIH HEAL Initiative has published 30+ funding opportunities to address the opioid crisis, including:                                                                        

FOA for the NIH HEAL Pain Management Effectiveness Research Network (ERN) 

• Pain ERN (RFA-NS-19-021) - Application due February 11, 2019 - LOI due 30 days prior to application due date. 

• Learn more about the Pain ERN funding opportunity and related resources on the Trial Innovation Network website  

  

Leveraging Health Information Technology to Address Minority Health and Health Disparities                         

Application due March 4 - LOI due 30 days prior to application due date 

This funding opportunity announcement (FOA) seeks to support research that examines how health information tech-

nology adoption impacts minority health and health disparity populations in access to care, quality of care, patient en-

gagement, and health outcomes. 

• PAR-19-093 

  

Promoting Research on Music and Health: Fundamentals and Applications                                                               

Application due February 28 - LOI due January 15 

The purpose of this Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) is to promote innovative research on music and health 

with an emphasis on developing music interventions aimed at understanding their mechanisms of action and clinical 

applications with little or no preliminary data. 

• for R01: RFA-NS-19-008 

• for R21: RFA-NS-19-009 

• for R61/33: RFA-AT-19-001 

  

Admin Supplement: Innovation Corps (I-Corps) at NIH Program for NIH and CDC Translational                  

Research                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Application due January 28 

Through this I-Corps at NIH program Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA), NIH and CDC provide administrative 

supplement awards to currently-funded SBIR and STTR Phase I grantees. The I-Corps at NIH program is focused on 

educating researchers and technologists on how to translate technologies from the lab into the marketplace. 

• PA-19-029 

Questions or comments?  Contact us. 

Center for Clinical and Translational Science and Training 

University of Cincinnati Academic Health Center 

CCHMC Location S, Suite 2.500, ML 11028 

Cincinnati, Ohio 45229 
cctst.uc.edu 

CCTST MEMBERSHIP 

CCTST members have access to a 
variety of services for clinical and 
translational research projects. 

Become a member today!               
(Free of charge) 

Already a member?                                  
Login on the CCTST homepage and 
click “Request Assistance with your 
Research Project” 

See Research Central Policy for eligibility details 

 

EVENTS 

REDCap Workshop                         

January 7th, 2:00-3:00 PM                 

Cincinnati Children's,                        

Location T4.121                                      

Registration not required 

  

REDCap Intro Class                          

January 15th, 11:00AM-12:00PM 

Cincinnati Children's,                           

Location T8.334                                               

Register here 

  

REDCap Workshop                            

January 15th, 2:00-3:00 PM               

Cincinnati Children's,                          

Location T4.121                                             

Registration not required 

  

CCTST Grand Rounds                       

January 18th, 12:00-1:00 PM            

UC, Medical Science Building, 2351                                           

Register here 

  

REDCap Workshop                         

January 22nd, 2:00-3:00 PM               

Cincinnati Children's,                          

Location T4.121                               

Registration not required 

 

REDCap Intro Class                            

January 29th, 11:00AM-12:00PM 

Cincinnati Children's,                         

Location T8.334                                

Register here 

  

CRP First Friday                                  

February 1, 9:00-10:00 AM                   

UC, Medical Science Building, E-684       

Registration not required  

 

REDCap Intro Class                            

February 5th, 11:00AM-12:00PM 

Cincinnati Children's,                         

Location T8.334                                   

Register here  

 

REDCap Workshop                          

February 5h, 2:00-3:00 PM                     

Cincinnati Children's,                            

Location T4.121                                 

Registration not required  
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