
The conference will include three keynote addresses from thought leaders in their respected fields. 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit www.cincinnatichildrens.org/bioethics-conference for additional details, registration, and abstract submission.  

Pilot Translational Research & Innovative Core Grant Program 

Letters of intent (LOIs) for the Pilot Translational Research & Innovative Core Grant have been received and 
the review process is now underway. Select investigators will be invited to submit a full application based on 

reviewer feedback of their LOI. Investigators who are selected to submit a full application will be notified by January 1, 2019. The 
full applications are due February 2, 2019.  
 
Overview 
The Pilot Translational Research & Innovative Core Grant Program supports projects by established principal investigators, or by 
new/early stage investigators mentored by established investigators, and also promotes the establishment of new, innovative cores 
with a clear translational focus to build a local or networked infrastructure. There are three grant types within this pilot program: 
Translational Research Grant, Mentored Translational Research Grant, and Innovative Core Grant. Click here to learn more about  
the Pilot Translational Research & Innovative Core Grant Program. 

 

 

Just-In-Time Core Grant Program 
Four of the five Just-In-Time applications that were submitted in Cycle 2 were awarded. Congratulations to our Cycle 2 awardees! 

Overview 
The Just-In-Time Core (JIT) Grant Program enables investigators to use participating UC or Cincinnati Children’s core facilities to 
obtain critical preliminary data for submission of a competitive extramural proposal, patent application, or commercialization    
agreement. Click here to learn more about the Just-In-Time Grant Program.  

 
Processes and Methods 
Four of the Step 1 applicants were awarded. Those applicants will be invited to Step 2 of the competition to develop a more        
complete application for funding up to $40,000. Congratulations to our Step 1 awardees!  

 

Overview                                                                                                                                                                                             
The Processes and Methods grant mechanism enables investigators at all levels to explore ways to improve the efficiency and  
effectiveness of the  processes and methods used in clinical and translational research. This 2-step pilot grant program is designed 
to support clinical research professionals as well as patient advocacy groups at a local, regional, or national level. Click here to 
learn more about the Processes and Methods Grant Program. 

We invite you to attend the upcoming bioethics conference: 

Pushing the Boundaries: Scientific Innovations in Bioethics                                                                     

April 11-12, 2019 at Sabin Hall (near the Children’s Liberty Campus) 

Sponsored by UC CCTST, the Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Ethics Center, and the UC Office of Research, the conference brings 

together clinicians, scientists, and clinical and research ethicists to discuss many of today’s more pressing issues within            

biomedical research. The conference will ask participants to reflect on the impact of new developments in preclinical and clinical 

research affecting health and how these areas of research are influenced by various ethical, moral, social, practical, legal and   

scientific viewpoints. The two-day conference is a chance for you to learn from leading scholars and participate in conversations 

surrounding the ethics and innovation of such timely topics as regenerative medicine, organ transplantation, right-to-try clinical 

care, alternative study designs, and tissue preservation. Submission of abstracts for poster presentations is encouraged from all 

medical specialties (pediatric and adult), the humanities, social sciences, and law.                                                                  
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Accelerating and improving clinical and translational research since 2005 

Clinical Translational Research Center 

The Schubert Research Clinic (SRC), located in the Clinical Sciences Building (T Building) of CCHMC, serves 

as the Clinical Translational Research Center (CTRC) for the Academic Health Center (AHC). It opened its 

doors in September 2015 to investigators across the AHC (including adult studies). The main goals are to provide state-of-the-art 

clinic and personnel to ensure conduct of high-quality research and develop efficient and streamlined process of evaluating,       

approving, conducting, and monitoring studies. The SRC is managed and staffed by highly qualified and experienced personnel, 

including a clinic director and study liaison research nurses, who work with the investigator and study team to prepare study-

specific research orders and conduct study procedures to facilitate accurate and safe study performance, incorporating JCAHO 

clinical care guidelines into research practice. The nursing core is also involved in conducting studies outside CCHMC.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Clinical Research Training 

During this year, the SRC developed a quarterly clinical research training that is open to all clinical research coordinators and    

research nurses across the AHC. The training consists of the following hands on skills: phlebotomy, vital signs, anthropometrics, 

basic lab processing, and urine collections. This training provides a real time connection to the SRC skilled research staff, including 

nurses, research assistants, and registered dieticians. Over the last year, there have been 4 sessions and 39 clinical research    

coordinators, research assistants and research nurses have attended.  
 

Veteran Affairs Medical Center (VAMC)—Clinical Research Unit 

The VAMC Clinical Research Unit (CRU) continues to support adult studies that may not be suitable for the SRC. Nursing         

personnel and a bronchoscopy laboratory (funded by an Innovative Core Grant from the CCTST) are available to investigators. 

Several divisions (including, but not limited to, nephrology, cardiology, pulmonary, endocrinology) have active projects within the 

CRU. Currently, the VAMC CRU has over a dozen faculty (physicians and basic scientists) and has 17 active clinical research 

studies, with six other studies set to initiate in the next six months. The Clinical Coordinator Core has been expanded in 2018 with 

added clinical support flexibility for investigators starting new studies. CRU staff work closely with the PCI team, providing data on 

ongoing studies and workflow in order to strengthen and streamline the services provided.  

CORE REPORT:  

FROM THE DESK OF THE CCTST DIRECTOR 
The CCTST office is now up to full strength with its administrative        

support. Recently, Rachael Shepler, our new Communications              

Specialist, joined our team and we’ve eagerly provided her a list of      

assignments to begin. She brings a wealth of experience from her       

position in the UC Department of Environmental Health. She is currently working on her MS 

in Health Promotion and Education at UC and will be instrumental in increasing the CCTST 

visibility and enhancing our ability to promote the high quality science that the CCTST is   

fostering through its many services. Our Business Director, Gabe Lyon, has developed a 

blueprint for the roles of each staff member and is ensuring cross training for critical jobs in 

our office. With the help of our Program Coordinator, Krista Newland, Drs. Geller, McGraw, 

and multiple other reviewers, we are in the midst of reviewing letters of intent for the Pilot     

Translational Research Grants, the Pilot Mentored Translational Research Grants and the 

Innovative Core Grants.   
 

We recently completed a successful visit from our External Advisory Committee (EAC) on 

December 6-7, 2018. Members of the Committee included Mike Becich, M.D., Ph.D.,        

University of Pittsburgh; Arleen Brown, M.D., Ph.D., UCLA; Lisa Cicutto, RN, ACNP, Ph.D., 

University of Colorado; Dick Landis, Ph.D., University of Pennsylvania; Manish Shah, M.D., 

MPH, University of Wisconsin; and Ron Sokol, M.D., University of Colorado. Overall, the 

feedback was very positive with a few highlighted areas for improvement suggested by the 

EAC, including: Improved integration of BERD and BMI, creation of a Department of         

Biostatistics and Epidemiology in the College of Medicine, better integration of community 

members in CCTST activities including publishing with partners, utilizing more academic  

support for community members, integrating KL2s into different CCTST programs and other 

K programs including K01, K03, K23 and K12s, defining a better academic home for the   

certificate and MS in Clinical and Translational Research, fostering development of Acute 

Care Research Clinical Research Professional competencies, consider developing focuses 

for pilot programs based upon the CCTST strategic plan, determine reasonable costs for use 

of outpatient services on Schubert Research Center, and provide microgrants for young,   

unfunded investigators. The EAC, like our leadership, had an overall negative attitude       

toward the CTSA Common Metrics. 
 

We have finally completed the review of all resources on the CCTST dashboard. We        

reviewed the collected metrics to be sure that they were both meaningful to the Cores as well 

as helpful in our discussions with the administrations of NCATS, CCHMC, UC and UC Health when we discuss the progress of the 

CCTST. We received our Summary Statement for the competitive renewal submitted on May 25, 2018 on December 12, 2018. I 

have reviewed the criticisms and we will plan to discuss further at an upcoming Executive Committee with a plan to develop a    

response to the NCATS Council when it meets in January 2019. 
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PILOT PROGRAM UPDATES 

2018* SRC Report 

• 117 scatter bed usages 

• 85 off site community visits  

• 598 studies approved & eligible for SRC study visits (up from 510 
reported last year)  

• SRC was utilized by 19 UC investigators from 14 divisions 

• SRC developed a formalized research conference staffing plan 

and successfully implemented the protocol for 2 large department

-driven research conferences 
* Data represents first three quarters of 2018 

Regenerative Medicine: Navigating the 
Landscape of Emerging Treatments  

Sarah Chan, PhD 
Co-Director, Mason Institute for                 

Medicine, Life Sciences and the Law 
University of Edinburgh  

Innovation, Rigor and the Best Interests of 
Study Participants: Can We Have it All? 

Alex John London, PhD 
Clara L. West Professor of Ethics                             

and Philosophy 
Director, Center for Ethics and Policy 

Carnegie Mellon University  

Facing the Changing Ethical              
Landscape in Organ Transplantation 

David C. Magnus, PhD 
Director, Stanford Center for                     

Biomedical Ethics 
Stanford University  

Just-In-Time - Cycle 2 Awardees 

PI Name Department/Division Project Title 

Steve Kleene, PhD UC, Pharmacology 
Determining the mechanism of a potential polycystic kidney disease 

drug 

Phillip Owens III, PhD UC, Cardiology The Effects of TMAO on Aortic Inflammation 

Michael Tranter, PhD UC, Cardiology Identifying HuR-dependent gene expression in brown fat 

Susan Waltz, PhD UC, Cancer & Cell Biology 
Ron-mediated metabolic reprogramming in the breast tumor        

microenvironment 

Processes and Methods - Step 1 Awardees 

PI Name Department/Division Project Title 

Bin Huang, PhD DBE 
Bayesian Causal Inference Methods for Clinical Effectiveness Research 

(CER) 

Brett Harnett, MS UC, Biomedical Informatics 
Improving cohort identification and IRB chart review protocol process for 

research 

Shaunak Sastry, PhD UC, Department of      Aligning community needs with patient navigation recruitment 

Rebecca Marsh, MD 
CCHMC, Bone Marrow 

Transplantation 

Electronic consent process and automatic data transfer Interface for the 

Immunology Repository 

Laura Ngwenya, MD UC, Neurosurgery 
Building a living database to optimize traumatic brain injury clinical re-

search 

See deadlines and descriptions below. Information on additional intramural funding opportunities, as well as  
access to the SPIN extramural funding opportunities database, can be found on the CCTST website. 

 

Just In Time (Application submission period open from January 10 - February 11, 2019) 
The Just-In-Time (Cycle 3) application submission period is open from January 10, 2019 - February 11, 2019.                         
The JIT Grant program enables investigators to use participating UC or Cincinnati Children’s core facilities to obtain critical                  
preliminary data for submission of a competitive extramural proposal, parent application, or commercialization agreement.                   
Click here for additional deadlines and details. 

 

Design Thinking Research Award (LOIs due February 1, 2019) 
Letters of intent (LOI) for summer semester funding are due February 1, 2019.                                                                                  
The CCTST and Live Well Collaborative joined forces to offer the Design Thinking Research Award. This program provides up to 
$10,000 in support toward a semester-long studio project, in which a design-led multidisciplinary team of UC faculty and students 
works with investigators to address a health care challenge. The PI must be a CCHMC faculty member. Collaboration with faculty 
based at UC and the Cincinnati VAMC is encouraged. Click here for additional deadlines and details. 

 

University of Kentucky (UK) CCTS-University of Cincinnati CCTST Collaborative Grant 
Letters of intent (LOI) are due February 28, 2019.                                                                                                                             
This award is designed to stimulate collaboration between UK, UC, and CCHMC, as well as increase community engaged research 
and/or pediatric research. Specifically, this joint award aims to catalyze the development or enhance the maturation of                         
multi-institutional research teams capable of performing highly innovative, extramurally fundable research that will continue to               
contribute to human health and well-being. Click here for additional deadlines and details. 

CCTST FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES 

$ 

CCTST MEMBERSHIP 

CCTST members have access to a 
variety of services for clinical and 
translational research projects. 

Become a member today!               
(Free of charge) 

Already a member?                                  
Login on the CCTST homepage and 
click “Request Assistance with your 
Research Project” 

See Research Central Policy for eligibility details 

 

EVENTS 

December 20, 2:00-4:00 PM                                             
REDCap Program Management    
Training                                                                   
Cincinnati Children’s, Location T, 
T8.332                                                      
Register Here 

 

January 9, 8:00-9:00 AM                                                
Mind, Brain, and Behavior                          
Consortium Grand Rounds                             
Cincinnati Children’s, Location D,  
Sabin Auditorium (D1.23)       

 

SAVE THE DATE - April 11-12                                                       
Pushing the Boundaries: Scientific 
Innovation and Biomedical Ethics       
Sabin Hall and AC Hotel by Marriott, 
Liberty Township, OH                              
Register Here                                             
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